
 

V i l l e f r a n c h e - s u r - M e r  

 

 Côte d’Azur, French Riviera  

www.villefranche-sur-mer.com  



 

Bienvenue à Villefranche-sur-Mer  

Follow at your own pace the stairs and alleys of the medieval city... you 

will surely be seduced  

by the colors...by its soul.  

 

Since ancient times, the Greeks and Romans have taken shelter in the 

harbor of Villefranche. After the fall of the Roman Empire, the inhabitants 

gathered on the heights ( Montolivo ).  

 

The City of Villem Francam was founded in 1295 by Charles II of Anjou, 

Count of Provence, who decided to move the inhabitants of Montolivo to 

the seaside, exempting them from taxes. The city was then owned by the 

Dukes of Savoy for 5 centuries before being annexed to France in 1860.  

 

 

 

 

 

     

Tourist Information Office  

Jardin François Binon - 06230 Villefranche-sur-Mer  

Tel: +33 (0)4 93 01 73 68 - Fax: +33 (0)4 93 76 63 65  

www.villefranche-sur-mer.com  

E-mail : info.villefranchesurmer@nicecotedazurtourisme.com  

Open all year round  

In summer: Monday to Sunday from 10am to 1pm and from 2pm to 6pm  

In winter: Monday to Saturday from 9am to 12pm and from 1pm to 5pm  



 

  

     

  





























    The Citadel  

 



 

 

Imposing fortress built in 1557 on the orders of Emmanuel-Philibert of 

Savoy to defend the city; it was restored in 1979 and since 1981 has 

housed the city hall, a congress center and 4 museums.  

Free access  



The Volti museum:  

Nestled in the depths of the Citadel's casemates, 

a whole population of bronze, copper and terra-

cotta women display their voluptuous curves in a 

setting of rough stones.  

 

The Goetz-Boumeester museum:  

This donation from Henri Goetz occupies the    

entire floor of the former "Bâtiment du             

Casernement". In this museum are exposed 

about fifty works of Christine Boumeester and 

about as  many of Henri Goetz but also some 

works of memory of great contemporary masters 

that the couple had contact with (PICASSO,     

PICABIA, MIRO, HARTUNG)  

 

The Roux collection :  

The Roux Collection is a very special collection. 

This collection is unique in its quality, originality 

and fidelity to the documents from which it was 

inspired. In total, several hundred figurines will 

take you through the daily life of women and men 

of the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.   

 

Opening of the museums :  

From October to May:  

10:00 am - 12:00 pm / 2:00 pm - 5:30 pm  

From June to September :  

10:00 am - 12:00 pm / 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm  

Closed on Sunday morning  

Annual closing in November  

Free access  



 

The old town 

  La rue Obscure (14th century) 

 

Located along the rampart, it is 130 meters long and was a sort of      

defensive path. It allowed the circulation of the soldiers and facilitated 

their maneuvers. It was the object of a "wild urbanization" from the 

XVIth century and was thus entirely covered. 





The church « Saint-Michel »

 

Church of baroque style (XVIIIth c.) which contains a lying Christ, ano-

nymous work sculpted by a galley slave. You can also admire the Grin-

da brothers' organ (1790), classified as a historical monument.  





 The Chapel « Saint-Pierre »  

Located on the Port de la Santé and decorated by Jean Cocteau  

 

This Romanesque chapel was decorated by Jean Cocteau in 1957 

and dedicated to his friends the fishermen. Passages from the life of 

the apostle Peter are illustrated.  

 

The chapel is open :  

Wednesday to Sunday from 9am to 12:30pm and from 2pm to 6pm  

Admission : 3 €/ pers.  

Tel : + 33 (0) 4 93 76 90 70  



                                    La rue du Poilu  

 

It owes its name to the soldiers of the First World War who used it to go 

to the train station to join the front. It was formerly the straight street of 

the medieval city (Carriera Drecha). Note the architecture of the houses, 

the height of the windows that decreases with each floor, the irregularity 

and the height of the stairs leading to the second floor which, at the time, 

was used to protect against the risk of flooding during heavy rains. It has 

become the shopping street for local products.  



 

La place du Conseil  

 

It symbolizes the place where important decisions were taken  

concerning the life of the town. 



 



The Chapel « Sainte-Elisabeth »  

(rue de l’Église)  

Chapel of the XVIth century. It is now a place of temporary exhibition.  



               The port « Royal de la Darse »  

Built in the middle of the 16th century at the same time as the citadel, 

it was not until the 18th century and its accession to the status of 

Royal Port for major works to begin such as the lighthouse, the rope 

factory, the refit basin ... 



 

        Visite guidée de la vieille ville et de la citadelle  

Proposed by the city 

From April to October. Every Friday by reservation-10 a.m. 

5 € / pers. / Free for children under 12 

Events service: 04 93 76 33 30 



 Provencal Market 

Wednesday and Saturday morning  

8 am - 1 pm 

   Antique and flea market 

On Sunday 

9 am -  5 pm  


